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‘Believe, achieve and shine brighter together’

SECTION ONE
Context
Oldswinford Church of England Primary School (OCEPS) is a voluntary controlled primary school within the diocese of Worcester. We are a much larger than average primary school averaging 420 pupils on roll. Children from Reception to Year 6 are taught in two classes in each year group. OCEPS is a popular school which is consistently over-subscribed. 
‘Believe, achieve and shine brighter together’
God is Love and at Oldswinford Church of England Primary School we believe that this love inspires us all to believe, achieve and shine brighter together.
We believe that there is a light which shines within each of us – a light of love that has been given to us by God, which we should use to help us achieve great things. We believe it is our job to help that light to shine in all that we do and all that we try to do.
The theology that underpins our vision is interlinked as we know we cannot achieve one without the other. With this guidance and belief in ourselves and God, we can and will achieve. At Oldswinford, we know we are not alone and by enabling our own lights to shine we empower others to do the same.
Believe
‘Everything is possible for one who believes’ Mark 9:23
As a Church of England school we offer all children an invitation into the Christian faith, a chance for them to develop spiritually as well as intellectually, socially and morally. We want everyone at Oldswinford to believe in their own abilities, the abilities of others and to persevere when things are tough. We encourage them to aim high and follow their dreams. We want them to have the confidence to stand up to injustices, be respectful and to make wise choices.
Achieve
‘Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart’ Colossians 3:23
We have high aspirations for all our learners and believe that every child should have the chance to reach their potential. We recognise that achievements come in many guises and we are passionate about celebrating each child’s individual talents. We want to ensure our children are resilient and prepared for the next steps in their learning journey and that they become well-rounded and respectful citizens who have all the skills and values they need to flourish and be happy.
Shine brighter together
‘Let your light shine for others, so they may see your good works’ Matthew 5:16
We believe that we all belong to one inclusive family and each of us has an important part to play. We understand the need for our children to be courageous advocates especially when caring about our world and the communities around us. As individuals we are diverse, unique and special but together, with God, we can be exceptional.
Our vision and 7 key Christian values of love, respect, trust, courage, forgiveness, generosity and joy enable us to ‘believe, achieve and shine brighter together’




Rationale
Religious education has a very important role in the education of every young person. Religion and belief has been and continues to be highly visible in public life locally, nationally and internationally. Without some knowledge of religion any understanding of the contemporary world be less than adequate. Religion has concerned itself with moral and social questions. It has also sought to address fundamental questions to do with what sustains human existence and what gives it value and purpose. Education needs to play its part in helping young people to consider such questions and by doing so help young people engage in their own personal search for meaning. Religious education plays a principle role in this. It does this by providing opportunities for personal reflection and by helping pupils to consider and express their views

Purpose and Principles
RE is central to the purpose of Oldswinford CofE Primary School because as a church school we see the Christian faith as being at the heart of everything we do, both together and as individuals. It helps us to explore and make sense of our lives and the purpose we have in the world.
It helps all children to develop an understanding of the place that religion plays in people’s lives and how it has influenced history and the growth and development of society. RE enables pupils to know about, understand and respond to the important and ultimate questions of life.  It is taught in such a way that pupils can explore, develop and affirm their own faith, beliefs and values and have respect for the faith, beliefs and values of others. It offers pupils time to think and respond to new and challenging ideas that are offered within a safe and non-judgemental environment. Every child’s opinion matters and is accepted. It is not the practice of this school to preach to or seek to convert children.  Values education permeates the RE curriculum at Oldswinford Church of England Primary School. In addition to this provision is made to consider the other principal world religions.

Aims of the Policy

In a Church school, RE should enable pupils to: 
• Engage meaningfully and critically with learning which helps them to make sense of the multi-religious and multi-secular world in which they live. 
• Know about and understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith through the exploration of beliefs and practices, using approaches which engage with biblical text and key sources of authority.  
• Gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religious and non-religious worldviews, appreciating the complexity, diversity, continuity and change that exists within those worldviews being studied. 
• Grapple with questions of meaning and purpose raised by human existence and experience.   
• Understand the concept of religion and recognise its continuing influence on Britain’s cultural heritage and in the lives of individuals, communities and societies in different times, cultures and places.  
• Develop disciplinary knowledge which equips pupils to be religiously literate.  
• Explore their personal worldviews; their own religious or non-religious, spiritual and philosophical ways of living, believing and thinking.
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The principle aim of RE is to engage pupils in systematic enquiry into significant human questions addressed by religion and world views. It allows them to develop the understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses to these questions, as well as develop responses of their own. 

Teaching and Learning will:
• Critically engage with a range of religious and non-religious source materials, including biblical texts.  
• Utilise different disciplinary lenses, including theology, philosophy and the human and social sciences.  
• Provide opportunities to understand the roles of texts, beliefs, rituals and practices and how they help form identity in a range of religious and non-religious worldviews.  Pupils should explore how beliefs, rituals and practices may change in different times, places, communities and cultures.  
• Develop confident religious literacy, including the explicit teaching and development of disciplinary 
knowledge. 
• Generate meaningful and informed dialogue around a range of religious and non-religious worldviews. 
• Recognise that students bring personal knowledge to the RE classroom and enable them to navigate 
and develop this.  
• Practise a wide range of skills including enquiry, analysis, interpretation, evaluation and re ection.  
• Provide for the needs of all pupils, including pupils with special educational needs and disabilities.  
• Be based upon accurate and inclusive assessment of the different forms of knowledge, which enables 
pupils to make progress in their learning.


Equal Opportunities and SEND

We believe: 
· that the broad principles in this policy should be applied equally to all pupils, regardless of ability, gender, race or culture
· that there are certain non-negotiable standards of behaviour towards others for example; politeness, respect, kindness and thoughtfulness, that we expect all our pupils and school community to show to enable children to engage in learning
· that vulnerable children are entitled to particular consideration to ensure that they do not become targets for bullying or unkind comments. Staff should take additional care to reinforce the development of their self esteem in order that they can achieve their maximum potential.
· all children should be treated with respect and staff need to be sensitive to cultural differences.
· RE should be taught within a ‘safe space’ where children feel comfortable to share their ideas and opinions knowing they will treated with dignity and respect.

Role and responsibilities
The role of the RE Leader is to: 
· to provide leadership and direction 
· meet aims and objectives of the school and subject 
· securing high standards of teaching and learning 
· developing whole school policy and practice for RE 
· move the school towards raising standards in RE 
· support the role of teachers in RE 
· evaluate progress and identify areas for development 
· monitor RE across the school 
· understand the contribution RE makes to the overall education of pupils. 


Policy Review and Evaluation
The policy will be reviewed every three years by all teaching staff and quality assured by the Head teacher and SLT.

Appendices will be added and updated, as appropriate, to reflect statutory changes and best current practice.

Section Two:
RE Curriculum 
Our syllabus is designed to support teachers in developing and delivering excellence in RE. It responds to national calls for deepening pupils’ knowledge about religions and for developing their ‘religious literacy’. It does this by studying one religion at a time (‘systematic’ units), and then including ‘thematic’ units, which build on learning by comparing the religions, beliefs and practices studied. 
The teaching and learning approach has three core elements which set the context for exploration of religion and belief: 

· Making sense of the text
· Understanding the Impact
· Making connections

At Oldswinford we follow Dudley agreed syllabus and the ‘Understanding Christianity’ scheme of work which ensures that Christianity is taught with depth and knowledge, so that children can make their own decisions about faith.

Early Years Foundation Stage focus on Christianity but also celebrate key religious festivals from a range of religions. 
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 pupils are introduced to two religious traditions: Christianity and Islam. Pupils will also have an opportunity to explore other religions including Judaism, Hinduism and Sikhism.

We have chosen to focus on Islam as our second main religion because :
a) Islam is a major faith in the world and Britain.
b) Islam has a large representation within the local area.

In addition, across the age range, pupils will develop understanding of the principal religions represented in the UK, in line with the law. is the main focus for our work on other religions however are covered within some units.

In order to deliver the aims and expected standards of the syllabus effectively, the expectation is that no less than five per cent of curriculum time is spent teaching RE. 


The Foundation Stage

The children are taught through a combined adult led and child initiated teaching style based upon their development needs and interests.  

RE sits within the areas of personal, social and emotional development and understanding the world. The framework enables children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others, and to learn how to form respectful relationships. They will do this through a balance of guided, planned teaching and pursuing their own learning within an enabling environment. They will begin to understand and value the differences of individuals and groups within their own immediate community. Children will have the opportunity to develop their emerging moral and cultural awareness.

Key Stage 1

Key Stage 1 should build on children’s growing awareness of religion and religious life which they experienced in the Foundation Stage. Much of this should continue to be an attempt to encourage children to be curious about concrete examples of religious life and behaviour, for example, religious stories, artefacts, places of worship, festivals, prayer and beliefs.


Key Stage 2

In Key Stage 2 pupils should build on the knowledge and skills which they gained in Key Stage 1.  Much of Key Stage 2 should continue to encourage children to be curious about concrete examples of religious life and behaviour, for example, religious stories, artefacts, festivals, prayer and beliefs. During Key Stage 2 this knowledge should be extended to include more depth knowledge of Christianity and at least one other clearly identified religion - Islam. The material pupils engage with should be extended to include leaders of religion, holy books, religious ceremonies and the lives of individuals who have been influenced by faith. Children will also study non-religious views.

Across all year groups, at an appropriate level, children will use utilise different disciplinary lenses, including theology, philosophy and the human and social sciences.  Most children in Years 5 and 6 should be able to use this terminology.


Right of withdrawal 
Parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of religious education.  However, as a Church School, we believe RE is central to the life and identity of Oldswinford Church of England Primary School and think it makes an important contribution to the development of children regardless of their faith or background.  For this reason, before exercising the right of withdrawal we would hope that all parents would wish to discuss the matter with the headteacher.

Organisation

RE is taught in whole class, mixed ability groups.

The following time allocation is recommended by SACRE: 
Early Years Foundation Stage approximately 5% of total curriculum time 
Key stage 1 ~ 36 hours per year 
Key stage 2 ~  36-45 hours per year

At Oldswinford, this equates to:
Foundation Stage~ 60 minutes per week
KS1~ 60 minutes per week
KS2 ~ 60-75 minutes per week


Teaching and Learning

At Oldswinford, we advocate the enquiry based approach to teaching RE. Essentially the children should be involved in a journey of discovery where the answer is not a given and where they have to do the thinking. They have to become familiar with the idea that often in RE they have to solve the mystery and asking the teacher doesn’t really provide an answer. Our RE scheme ensures that we provide a challenging and robust curriculum, based on an accurate theological framework that draws on the richness and diversity of religious experience worldwide. There are clear learning outcomes for all units of work, based on the appropriate expectations as set out in the RE syllabus.
From the beginning, it needs to be made clear to the children what the key RE question is that they will be exploring. Teachers should keep that key question clearly in mind as the lessons proceed and encourage the children to try and answer it. Children should be encouraged to be curious about concrete examples of religious life and behaviour, for example, religious stories, artefacts, festivals, prayer and beliefs.

By probing into the religious material itself, teachers can encourage independent thought and reflection, encouraging young children into adopting the mental habit of looking beyond the literal story, ritual or ceremony and asking more challenging questions about its meaning or purpose. This is fundamental to what it means to make progress in RE.

Assessment

Teachers use formal and informal assessment, over a period of time, to gather evidence to form and support their professional judgement about the attainment of attainment of each pupil. As a school we track pupil progress and attainment in RE termly. 
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